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MINUTES 
TOWN OF EDGEWOOD 

r 

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING - APRIL 12, 2014 @ 3:00 P.M. 
EDGEWOOD MIDDLE SCHOOL - 17 WEST VENUS ROAD 

1. Call to Order. 
Mayor Hill called the meeting to order at 3:00 PM. 
Councilors Present: Councilor Ring, Councilor Abraham, Councilor Abrams and 
Councilor Simmons. 
Also present was Ms. Kay Davis McGill, Administrator and Ms. Estefanie Muller, Clerk-
Treasurer. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance. 
No Flag was displayed in this room. 

3. Approval of Agenda. 

MOTION: Councilor Simmons made a motion to approve the Agenda. Councilor 
Abraham seconded the motion. 

VOTE: Councilor Ring voted aye. Councilor Abrams voted aye. Councilor 
Simmons voted aye. Councilor Abraham voted aye. The motion carried. 

4. Organization of a School District. 
Mayor Hill stated the Town of Edgewood adopted a resolution on January 18, 2014, to 
call upon the people of Edgewood to develop an exploratory group to consider the 
immediate formation of an Independent School District for the Town of Edgewood to 
benefit the community. 

Councilor Abrams stated it is the people 's decision whether they are going to form a 
School District or not, he does not feel it is up to the Governing Body to make the 
decision, but it is up to the Governing Body to enable the decision. 

Councilor Ring stated he is in agreement with what Councilor Abrams stated; this is a 
decision for the community and not the Town of Edgewood Governing Body. 

Councilor Simmons recognized the people in attendance as well as those who were not in 
attendance. What it is that educates our children is not a building nor the dollars so much 
as it is the energy and the focus of the community teaching in the facility, we have an 
older school and we understand in this older school there was such focus that excellence 
arose in this faci lity. The community is at a fork in the road and needs to decide which 
way to go. 

Councilor Abraham stated Edgewood is a developing and growing community, as part of 
that growing process do we want to take on the responsibility as a community, of 
educating our children, and providing security in the community they call home. 
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Mayor Hill stated there is a sense among many people at some point the development of 
Edgewood School District needs to occur, and the community needs to recognize when 
you self-govern you need to be able to control the direction of your community in many 
different regards, he wanted to make it very clear the Governing Body of the Town of 
Edgewood is not trying to in any way make decisions about what a school should be or 
what a School District should be, that decision really needs to come from the people of 
the community, but the Governing Body did indicate a desire to bring the discussion 
forward. Mayor Hill stated he feels there are a lot of things the Governing Body should 
be concerned with, there are people who have expressed their opinion that the Governing 
Body should not be involved in this at all, however; the Governing Body must be 
involved with anything that happens within the Municipality, pa11icularly when it 
concerns the well-being of the residents of the Town of Edgewood. 

Mr. Mike Mortas stated he is not a resident of the Town of Edgewood but he is a resident 
of the Edgewood Community, and he believes it is vital to Edgewood to have its own 
School District. 

Ms. Brenda Summers stated she is a resident of the Town of Edgewood, she is also a 
teacher for the MESD and does not agree with the formation of a new School District as 
it will affect the variety of special education services, or variety of electives for all 
schools in the area, and all the students as well. The repurposing of buildings and 
reorganization of the current School District will allow all of the teachers to keep 
working in the area. The economy is to blame and not the MESD. 

Mayor Hill stated no member of the Governing Body of the Town of Edgewood had 
received any indication about repurposing a building. There has been no interaction with 
the Governing Body of the Town of Edgewood as to any plans for repurposing the 
building. 

Ms. Kelly DeLora wanted to address specifically the comments from the Council with 
regard to this decision belonging to the community and stated according to ARK study 
that was done there is a small amount of growth in the community, but the growth is not 
in people of child bearing age. There is a decline in enrollment in the east mountain 
schools across the board. MESD is ranked 4th highest in the state and a break from the 
district would not be in the best interest of the community. Moriarty High School is the 
only High School with an A rating. In order to stai1 a new School District it must be 
proven as a benefit to both the existing district as well as a new district. 

Councilor Ring stated that according to the PED website Edgewood has an A, A & B 
rating for the last three years. 

Mayor Hill stated a lot of what is being said is opinion. He has heard from a lot of 
Moriarty residents who say they would prefer their school go back to a smaller district, 
people have also indicated they don't want the Edgewood students in their schools. 
Mayor Hill stated he is sure this is not how everyone in Moriarty feels but he has heard 
from leaders in the community stating there is a preference Moriarty be a smaller school, 
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and it be for its community. What the Town of Edgewood is trying to do is let the 
community speak. Mayor asked that everyone be respectful of everyone's view on this 
subject because there are a lot of different opinions. 

Ms. DeLora stated she would like to respectfully observe the message has been, the Town 
of Edgewood has not been interested in working with the Moriarty School District and 
also stated she has seen members from the Governing Body of Edgewood get up and 
leave during a School Board Meeting, before public comment had begun and before 
opinions could be expressed. 

Mayor Hill apologized for having to leave the meeting before public comments; he had to 
leave the School Board Meeting due to a family obligation. 

Mr. Art Cravens stated he has grandchildren who are so disheartened by Moriarty High 
School it is pathetic. School bus rides to and from school are more than an hour each 
way. There are already buildings in Edgewood that could be used for schools. 
Mountainview would be the only school that would have to close. Mr. Cravens further 
stated all the children he knew were in favor of forming a new School District. 

Mr. Tim Fleming deferred until after the presentation. 

Mr. Jim Smyth, has been a resident in the community of Edgewood since 1979, he has 
seen a lot in the District both good and bad. Mr. Smyth feels the Preforming A1ts Center 
that was built a few years ago now needs classrooms added on, creating a Bond Issue. 
Mr. Cravens stated he feels a need to get back to basics. His opinion is a technical school 
would be nice, as people from other areas could also participate. 

Mr. Bob Stearley, former Mayor of Edgewood, stated he is supportive of the Board of 
Education, there have been many public hearings, and they have all the data, there has 
been talk of closing some schools over the last ten years; he trusts them to make the right 
decision for the District. He stated that the motivation behind the action taken by the 
Governing Body of the Town of Edgewood was the decision to close the Edgewood 
Elementary School. Mr. Stearley asked if the decision had been to close Route 66 
Elementary would it be as important to the Council. He also stated the reasons he has 
heard for the action taken by the Council, is to be able to sell property here, because of 
Economic Development, because it would look bad if the school in the middle of town 
were to close. The most impo1tant thing should be education and what is best for the 
students. He inquired if the committee that was to be formed to investigate the formation 
of a new school district would be formed by the Council. Mayor Hill stated no it would 
not be appointed by the Council, but chosen by the community. Mr. Stearley asked what 
the forum would be to form this group. Mayor Hill stated there was already a committee 
in the community. Mr. Stearley asked why they were not hosting this meeting, and if 
anyone from this committee was going to speak today. Mr. Stearley asked about 
boundaries and budgets and stated it would be interesting to watch. 
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Mayor Hill stated the purpose of this meeting was to enable the community in the 
creation of a school district should that be what the community wants. Mayor Hill stated 
there was a petition of over 200 signatures shown to Council, of residents in favor of 
forming an Edgewood School District and this was what began the process. Mayor Hill 
stated he wanted to address the subject of economic development as it had been brought 
up at Council Meetings and he feels it is a fair question. There was a speaker who stated 
that Economic Development and property values should not be an area of concern, but he 
feels that no matter what side of the issue you are on, you honestly have to be concerned 
with Economic Development and have to be concerned about property values. Mayor 
Hill stated he felt it was important for the Governing Body to express its opinion, and 
impo11ant that it be respectful. 

Ms. Tavery Moorhead gave a presentation, illustrating the reasons to start a new school 
district, and illustrating the ways to stm1 a new school district. 

Mayor Hill asked the Council how it could encourage this to move forward and what the 
proper role of the Governing Body is. There is a resolution in place already the Council 
is duty bound to support. 

Councilor Abraham stated there had been two Town Hall Meetings and there are two 
groups, those for the development of an Edgewood School District and those against it. 
Councilor Abraham suggested maybe some of the people from the group against it, join 
the group that is for it so some sort of consensus can be reached. This is not a decision 
for the Council, the Council is here looking for a solution to a problem that has occurred. 
She feels the citizens are looking for some sort of stability for our students, that is what 
she is here for, she is looking for a group of people who are going to stand up for this 
community and do what is right for the future of our Town. This is not just about today 
or next year this is about Edgewood's future, and what the citizens want. 

Councilor Ring stated each group needed to decide for itself how it wanted to move 
forward, whether to join together or not is not something the Council should decide. 
Councilor Ring stated the previous Superintendent of the MESD had stated it was 
inevitable Edgewood would form its own School District, but the time was not right then, 
perhaps it is the right time now. 

Councilor Simmons stated committees take many forms, and many things happen 
through the AD HOC committee, it powers itself; government has to listen to AD HOC 
committees. 

Mr. Tim Fleming inquired what problems would be solved by creating a new School 
District. Mr. Fleming stated he doesn't want schools to close but the issue is about 
money and money affects the quality of education. 

Mayor Hill stated the concern was there was not a representative governance of the 
schools. There has been very poor communication, the reason for the decision to close 
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the schools, or why the schools were selected, was never conveyed to the Town of 
Edgewood. 

Mr. Fleming stated Edgewood Elementary enrollment would be reduced by 40 students 
next year. The District itself wi II lose 13 3 students; the primary problem is the District is 
losing students. There is a projected loss of population until 2018. MESD is doing what 
it can to run efficiently. The budget is not good. Mr. Fleming would like to see some 
coalescence with respect to where we can take this; however, the objective needs to be 
about the education of the students. 

Mayor Hill stated the Resolution the Town of Edgewood created was because it does not 
have confidence in the Moriarty-Edgewood School Board. Superintendent Sullivan made 
it clear in his presentation the quality of education to the students is secondary to the 
budget. 

Mr. Peter Be11rand moved to the Town of Edgewood because of the great schools, great 
town and great community. He commutes 45 minutes to work because it is worth it to 
have the benefits of living in Edgewood. There are many programs being offered to 
Moriarty Middle School students, not offered to Edgewood Middle School students. The 
education opportunities are not equal on both sides. People say the property values don't 
matter; Mr. Bertrand feels the property values are important. There has been talk of a 
new School District for 8 ½ years, he feels it is time to make a decision. Bond money 
from past elections is not being spent equally between the schools. Mr. Bertrand thanked 
the Council for listening with respect to the speakers; he cannot say that the School Board 
does the same. 

Ms. Brandy Tillian has worked for the MESD for 8 years and moved to the Town of 
Edgewood 2 years ago. There is a global economic issue. Her concern is statements 
about how closing the Edgewood Elementary School will drop property values by I 0%, 
but it can't be proven by bringing in a CNM or a Boys/Girls Club won' t increase the 
prope11y values. Ms. Tillian stated the problem with the 2014 Resolution to create 
Edgewood's own school is in the Edgewood Master Plan, updated in August of 2013 it is 
stated 2500 students are needed to form and Edgewood High School, but there are only 
that many students total now in the K-12 at MESD. Ms. Tillian states as a resident and 
taxpayer she doesn' t feel properly informed of the 2014 Resolution, nor did she have any 
say in it. Ms. Tillian feels this action is an insult to teachers, by saying their children are 
not getting the education they deserve and is the reason for forming an Edgewood School 
District. 

Councilor Simmons stated the mention of a Boys/Girls Club or CNM isn' t real until it is 
real, therefore she wouldn ' t put a great deal of faith into either of those ideas, unless there 
is more concrete evidence they will be here. 

Mayor Hill wanted to point out again there has been zero communication regarding both 
of those ideas. 
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Councilor Abraham wanted to comment, the Town of Edgewood is not against the 
teachers, students or anything else, but have lost confidence in the Moriarty-Edgewood 
School Board to represent the students of the Edgewood Community. She feels the 
Edgewood Middle School students deserve to have the same programs the Moriarty 
Middle School students have. Councilor Abraham is also concerned the School Board 
may decide there aren't enough middle school students at Edgewood Middle School and 
decide to close it, this is the concern she has and feels it is the concern of the community 
as well, not whether or not the teaching quality is good. 

Ms. Tillian stated she doesn' t feel anyone has come up here and stated the schools have 
lousy teachers, she is asking why the Town is wanting to break off from the MESD, and 
forming its own District is insulting to the teachers in place, she is hoping if there is a 
new School District all the teachers will get to keep their jobs. Ms. Tillian then addressed 
Mayor Hill and stated she feels as a Mayor he should reach out to the School Board and 
work with them, she then states she had been to School Board Meetings where CNM and 
a Boys/Girls Club were discussed, and there is no more evidence closing the schools 
would decrease property values as there is evidence CNM or a Boys/Girls Club would 
either increase or decrease the property values. 

Ms. Janelle Turner thanked the Mayor and Council for holding a Saturday Town Hall 
Meeting, and would like Council to consider having more Saturday Town Hall Meetings 
on a regular basis in the future. Ms. Turner has spoken to her neighbors; most of whom 
are "Empty Nesters" there are only two families in her neighborhood with young 
children. There are not enough children in our School District. Ms. Turner stated with 
the economy as it is now and the lack of student population now would be a bad time for 
Edgewood to form its own School District. The people affected want to see hard 
information and hard numbers, so far she hasn' t seen that. The focus of the Town and the 
Governing Body needs to be set toward bringing more jobs, which will bring more 
people, and will bring more students. 

Councilor Abrams stated the entire situation with the schools and economic development, 
is intertwined in a very odd, but real way, without economic development young families 
do not move in and we do not see growth in the community in the direction that supports 
the school. Councilor Abrams stated we need to figure out how to rectify this situation 
while keeping the quality of education and improving economic development. 

Ms. Turner stated she really felt the Council should focus on bringing jobs. She also 
stated she was concerned about the dialogue stating the Town of Edgewood has lost faith 
in the School Board, she feels if this is approached as a problem that is afflicting rural 
and small Districts all over the country and not just about Moriarty and Edgewood, it 
would be more helpful to looking at what we can factually do. Ms. Turner used to teach 
statistics to social science students, and really does not like it when people misuse 
statistical analysis. It is unfortunate this has been going on with this situation. Statistics 
which have been cited in the school dilemma are inaccurate statistics for this particular 
situation, Ms. Turner strongly feels the need to see some facts, before making any 
decisions. 
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Mayor Hill thanked Ms. Turner for her comments; they were some of the most thoughtful 
comments expressed thus far. Mayor Hill stated he has had conversations in the last 
week with elected officials at the state level with regard to the process of electing a 
School Board, he feels it is egregious the elections are held the way they are, because it is 
not representative, and he thinks this is part of the problem, with the concern of not being 
properly represented by our School Board. Mayor Hill stated this is partly our fault as an 
electorate for not getting out and electing a School Board that would better represent our 
community. 

Ms. Turner wanted to state she has seen the struggles of the smaller School Districts and 
she feels there is an optimum size for a school and if the schools are less than optimum 
size for a good School District, we should not split from the current School District. 

Councilor Simmons asked if Ms. Turner knew if anyone had gotten the legislature to 
really look at a different way of funding schools. Is there an initiative at all, or possibility 
of a different way to fund schools? Ms. Turner stated she had been speaking to Mr. 
Smith and this would be a good place to concentrate some of the energy, both ladies 
agreed that this is something that should be explored further. Ms. Turner stated the needs 
of the students would not wait for change. Councilor Simmons stated she would like to 
see Ms. Turner focus some of her energy in that direction, for the future, as she had the 
upmost confidence in her. 

Councilor Abrams stated over the last 10 years or so there has been a really large 
migration of people and resources from rural areas into the more metropolitan areas. The 
situation with funding for rural area schools is dire. Councilor Abrams feels as a 
Governing Body, we should take on trying to influence some of our representatives as 
pat1 of the mission. 

Mayor Hill stated there is a lot of information coming out about where people are 
locating and the discussion about what sort of community we are needs to be discussed. 

A resident of the Town of Edgewood stated he has been a resident for about two years. 
He retired here, and has no children in school here. He is neither against, nor for creating 
a new School District until does he have the facts. Would like to know who the 
committees are and would like to know where the financials will come from. 

Mr. Stuart Burnett stated he and his sister started the Facebook page "Moriai1y
Edgewood Students First", feels it was started too late. Mr. Bennett has total faith in the 
School Board and their decisions; he feels it is a rational best effo11 to the predicament 
the MESD is in. PED denial was unfathomable, he greatly questions the way in which 
the request by MESD to close two schools was denied. Mr. Burnett also would question 
a presentation where the only option for creating a new School District being explored is 
a quasi-dictatorship mandate from the Secretary of Education stating we can do it, 
because this is what is resorted to when the facts don't support the actions wanted. Mr. 
Burnett feels the PED has already stomped on local control in this valley enough this 
school year alone. Mr. Burnett stated it is a credit to the MESD he attended UNM 
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completely free, because of the education he received in this District. Mr. Burnett 
worked for Moriarty-Edgewood Schools, there were large cuts in their sports budgets 
while he was coaching there, there is now nothing left to cut. Mr. Burnett now works for 
the Estancia Schools and is a Special Education Teacher and Coach. Larger schools have 
better special education programs. Smaller School districts offer far less extracurricular 
activities than larger schools. Mr. Burnett asked the Council to get involved, extend the 
olive branch. The cost to form a new district is too high. Mr. Burnett says the power 
point presentation is not realistic. 

Mayor Hill stated Superintendent Sullivan stated at a Board Meeting they would house 
the Route 66 special education students in portables, he feels this is egregiously 
offensive, he doesn' t feel this community would allow that if it were able to have its own 
School District. 

Councilor Simmons stated how proud she is to be a part of this community, she attended 
school here and grew up here, and it has been her experience that students of small 
schools exceed students in larger schools despite funding differences. 

Mr. Burnett stated the Estancia Schools are losing students as well even without charter 
and private schools. 

Mr. Glen Felton stated he is a resident; his children did not attend school here. Mr. 
Felton stated he feels there is good representation on both sides of this issue attending the 
meeting today. Mr. Felton suggested the Resolution passed was not a way to open 
communication, he asked the Governing Body to rescind the Resolution and to improve 
communication. He would like everyone to work together to resolve the situation. 

Councilor Ring asked Mr. Felton if he was around during the last attempt to close the 
schools, Mr. Felton responded he was on the Town Council at the time. Councilor Ring 
asked if Mr. Felton recalled the Resolution calling for the Moriarty School Board and the 
Town of Edgewood to try to find a solution, had the Council at the time not voted the 
previous Resolution down, we might not be here now. Mr. Felton asked if Councilor 
Ring was already a member of SOS during the time of that proposed Resolution. Mr. 
Felton stated an Edgewood School District will happen probably years from now and will 
be the result of good planning and good growth. 

Mayor Hill commented when he took an oath of office, it was an oath to uphold the 
Resolutions of the Town of Edgewood, and support them. Mayor Hill stated the 
Resolution does have some hard language, encouraged Council to think about revising 
some of it, but he thinks the Resolution itself is good. 

Ms. Moorhead addressed the numbers and statistics from the Moriarty-Edgewood School 
Board Meeting. The cost of running Route 66 Elementary is $16,000 more than it costs 
to run Edgewood Elementary. The septic system is not large enough to support the 
amount of students that will be at Route 66 Elementary. The committee has tried to keep 
all information factual with no name calling, no finger pointing, and the committee is not 
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fully formed, she felt she had made this clear. Ms. Moorhead stated people from the 
committee have reached out to talk; people on the committee have been harassed. Ms. 
Moorhead asked a Board member at a Board Meeting what the decision to close 
Edgewood Elementary was based on and was told specifically it was the age of the 
building, one Board Member based their decision on what the Superintendent wanted, 
another Board Member based the decision on losing students, and the last Board Member 
based their decision on the facts. Ms. Moorhead has talked to the Superintendent several 
times with regard to CNM or the Boys/Girls Club; CNM is not interested in taking over 
an entire building, and they want to run night classes, CDL classes or specific trade 
classes. The boys/girls club can still come with the schools open. When asked about the 
time frame for CNM to move out here the Superintendent stated he was unsure as CNM 
still wanted to poll the community and see what needs to be offered. CNM had offered 
classes before at Edgewood Middle School in the past and no one attended. Ms. 
Moorhead further stated as far as the teachers go, anyone she has talked to has said they 
would like to keep the teachers we have, as well as offer more programs. 

Ms. Brenda Summers stated it is hard not to get emotional with this situation. She never 
felt attacked but did feel this was more about furthering the interests of Edgewood, and 
being a resident and registered voter of the Town of Edgewood she felt excluded from the 
decisions that were made. Ms. Summers stated as a teacher, it is hard not to take 
comments about loss of confidence in the School District personally. Many of the 
teachers feel although the Town has 3 elementary schools listed on its website, it seems 
like the Town is only fighting for one. Ms. Summers feels she knows what is best for the 
children, and this needs to be about the children. She suggested consolidating our 
resources to do what is best for the students. 

Councilor Abraham apologized if she had offended anyone in any way, she responded in 
the way the citizens had responded to her, she has no children in school and does not 
know what the schools are like; she is representing what people come and say to her. She 
never meant to offend in any way. 

Councilor Simmons also wished to respond, she stated there is a distinction between the 
Town limits of Edgewood and the Edgewood Area, Edgewood Elementary is the only 
one of the three Elementary Schools that is within the Town limits, the Council has no 
jurisdiction outside of the Town limits. Councilor Simmons stated she has great respect 
for teachers and appreciates all they do in the early education of our children. 

Councilor Ring thanked Ms. Summers for her remarks, he stated he didn't think anyone 
on Council had bad mouthed or said anything against South Mountain Elementary or 
Route 66 Elementary, these schools are a part of the greater community, he doesn't feel 
the Town has jurisdiction over any of the schools, however; it does have a vested interest 
in representing the citizens and their best interests. 

Ms. Barbara Gradner, Principal of Edgewood Middle School, stated she appreciates the 
opportunity for the community to give its opinions and thoughts with regard to the 
situation of the school closures. Ms. Gradner brought a breakdown of the budgets from 

~ itials Page 9 of 13 April 12, 2014 



( 

the previous year, current year and estimated short falls for the upcoming school year. 
The MESD stands to lose 1.19 million dollars next year, if something drastic and 
immediate is not done. The MESD has been struggling for 7 years to make the budget, 
reducing and cutting programs and positions, even with school closures the District may 
come up short. Ms. Gradner asked for the Council to please consider the voices of the 
employees of the MESD, they sacrificed two days of pay to keep the schools open in the 
previous years and are now considering donating 4 days of to keep the schools open. Ms. 
Gradner stated she has some concerns about some of the information that has been 
reported today, she feels some of it is incorrect. The current grade for Edgewood 
Elementary School is a B, Edgewood Middle School is a B and Moriarty High School is 
an A. Ms. Gradner referred to what Mr. Sullivan said about getting stable, healthy and 
then creative, what he means is the schools need to get financially stable, when it is 
financially stable it can start to grow. This is only in reference to the financial status, not 
in any way a reference to the quality of education to be provided to the students. 

Mayor Hill commented he appreciates these statements, and thanked MESD for the use 
of its facility, he stated he was remiss not to extend his gratitude at the beginning of the 
meeting. Mayor Hill also stated he appreciated Ms. Gradner speaking for Superintendent 
Sullivan, he just feels it is unfortunate Mr. Sullivan has not chosen to communicate 
directly with him. These decisions impact the community directly, he would have 
appreciated at least a reaching out and communicating all of the issues, and receiving 
information from other sources can sometimes be misconstrued. The only 
communication the Mayor had with Mr. Sullivan in this regard was not appropriate in his 
opinion. 

Ms. Gradner wanted to address something a previous speaker had stated with regard to 
different education opportunities offered at Moriarty Middle School as opposed to 
Edgewood Middle School. She stated she was unaware of any significantly different 
classes in comparing the two schools. She then explained why there may be some small 
differences between the schools based on student interest and availability of instructors. 
Ms. Gradner also wanted to explain the portable misconception. Ms. Gradner stated with 
regard to the statements made about no confidence in the Moriarty-Edgewood School 
Board, she hoped that didn't include Ms. Jaramillo who is a resident of Edgewood and 
has worked very closely with the Governing Body, she feels egos are involved and the 
Governing Body has had hurt feelings, she doesn't feel the miscommunication or lack of 
communication was intentional. Ms. Gradner referred to previous school history and 
how the Edgewood Community has been a priority. She stated part of the reason for the 
Edgewood Elementary School being chosen for closure is the fact that the layout of the 
building is not conducive to education in our current society, and doesn't facilitate high 
quality learning for students. Ms. Gradner would like Council to consider the voices of 
the many employees in attendance and also those who have spoken before. The School 
Board is on both sides of this issue. If the Council stops the closures it will negatively 
impact the students. If the Town of Edgewood does break away from the MESD she 
hopes it is done with forethought, with several years of planning and, for the right 
reasons. 
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Mayor Hill stated the Town of Edgewood was asked to make decisions; it is not making 
decisions based on hurt feelings. He stated there are many reasons for this disagreement 
with the MESD, and it is the responsibility of the Governing Body to look out for the best 
interest of its constituents. Mayor Hill stated he is very concerned with regard to millions 
of dollars of property values and hundreds of thousands oflost tax revenue, because of 
decisions made by the School District. The Governing Body is not making decisions to 
harm any particular entity, and yes there has been a catalyst here, which caused this to 
move forward, but these decisions have real effect and impact on what is happening in 
this community right now. There are other things at stake beyond what the School 
Districts concern is, and no one has made the effort to hear the Town out as to the impact 
this decision will have on our community, and the future opportunities of the 
Municipality, and not one person from the School District has taken the oppo11unity to 
come and ask what those concerns are. 

At this time the Mayor asked those who wanted to speak to limit their comments to 3 
minutes. 

Ms. Kelly Del ora stated all of the Schools within the area all scored the same. She 
agrees with others that the Resolution was probably a knee jerk reaction to the decision to 
close Edgewood Elementary. She stated there is no deficiency in the education as stated 
in the Resolution, the Board of Education equally represents all the schools. 

Bob Stearley asked if Mr. Sullivan or Mr. McCarty had been invited to attend a Council 
Meeting. Mayor Hill stated he had invited them to come and speak to the Governing 
Body during the School Board Meeting, but they chose not to respond to the request. 
There was a group formed by Audrey Jaramillo, called S.O.S. the last time a school 
closure was considered. Mr. Stearley stated he supported the School Board then and 
suppo11s them now as he feels a Mayor should. 

Unidentified speaker, suggested a Plann ing & Zoning Meeting to put either Route 66 
Elementary or South Mountain Elementary within the Town limits. There is no proof 
that CNM is coming out here, she stated the Governing Body should ask CNM for itself 
what it plans. 

Mayor Hill stated they had contacted CNM as part of the Master Plan for the Town of 
Edgewood. 

Ms. Leslie Cortea, a teacher for this district for 18 years, currently teaching at Moriarty 
Middle School stated she is currently on three committees each one was formed to 
prepare the schools for the consolidation. Ms. Cortea completely supports the School 
Board. 

Mayor Hill thanked everyone; he stated this is difficult for a ll, and difficult to be an 
elected official. What he has expressed to the School Board is the Governing Body's 
duty is to listen to a much broader consti tuency than the School Board does. The Town 
of Edgewood has to take into account the impact on businesses and taxes, where the 
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School Board does not. Mayor Hill stated he still encourages communication with the 
School District; he would like to be able to express the concerns of the community. 
Mayor Hill stated he appreciates everyone present and the respectful nature people have 
expressed their v iews, he apologized if he did not seem respectful at some point. He 
would like to give the Governing Body one last word and then adjourn the meeting. 

Councilor Abrams stated after hearing what the community has said today, and in former 
Town Hall Meetings, he feels the Councils job at this point is to be a conduit, to continue 
the discussion, and to welcome all the points of view, because one of the problems stated 
repeatedly is the lack of communication. He feels both the School Board and the teachers 
need to be heard, one thing he hasn' t seen or heard are the real numbers. Councilor 
Abrams stated there is much more discussion to be had, he feels this discussion needs to 
be long term, he does not think there is going to be any movement in the short term, 
except for more discussion. 

Councilor Ring agreed there needs to be more discussion, and more acknowledgements 
from the School District and the Moriarty community that Edgewood does indeed have a 
large stake in whether or not Edgewood Elementary closes. To say we are not going to 
have any kind of economic impact if the school closes is just like having blinders on. He 
sincerely thanked everyone for coming and wanted everyone to know he attended at least 
tlu-ee School Board Meetings and made statements, he even offered a peace pie and no 
one would eat it, he doesn ' t know why. Councilor Ring stated when he left the School 
Board Meeting after they had made the decision to close, someone stated to him that he 
fe lt bad about it, but he made the recommendation anyway. 

Councilor Simmons wanted to tell the educators in attendance how much she appreciates 
them, and recognized Albert Chavez and Audrey Jaramillo from the School Board in 
attendance, and she does feel they were very attentive to what is going on. She 
appreciates the tenacity of the people who are still here, it speaks well of their intention. 
She doesn' t feel anyone has an intention to harm anybody, what we have is a difference 
of opinion, of how harm could happen, is happening and what resolution we might take. 

Councilor Abraham thanked everyone for coming, for giving the Council food for 
thought. She appreciates their passion for this as well, as leaders; they have to hear from 
all the people, in order to try to make the right decisions. Councilor Abraham feels the 
Governing Body needs to provide some stability so this doesn' t happen every few years. 

Councilor Abrams also thanked everyone in attendance. 

5. ADJOURN. 

MOTION: Councilor Simmons made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilor 
Abrams seconded the motion. 

VOTE: All Councilors voted aye. The motion carried. 
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Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting at 6:25P.M. 

PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this i 11 day of MAY, 2014. 

/Z{f------
Brad E. Hill, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
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